LSU smokes Arkansas with 40-6 
run in first half. — Sports, 1C 


Turkey processor to spend $8.7M, add 
360 jobs in NW Arkansas. — Business, 1D 
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In the news 


E Manuel Flores, 43, of 
El Paso, Texas, who plead- 
ed guilty to posting a video 
on social media in which he 
displays an AR-15-style rifle 
and threatens to kill Black 
Lives Matter protesters, was 
sentenced to 21 months in 
federal prison, prosecutors 
said. 


E Edgar Ventura, 22, of 
Portland, Ore., accused of 
firearms and probation 
violations and one of six 
inmates who used a home- 
made rope to escape from a 
county jail in Merced, Calif., 
was “apprehended without 
incident” about 30 miles 
away after spending three 
days on the lam. 


E Radoslaw Ratajszczak, 
president of Poland’s Wro- 
claw Zoo, said a female 
endangered Indian rhinoc- 
eros has been born at the 
zoo, adding that the moth- 
er, named Maruska, who 
weighs 2 tons, is being “very 
careful not to crush the little 
one.” 


E Louis Capriotti, 45, of 
Chicago Heights, Ill., ac- 
cused of leaving a voicemail 
for a member of Congress in 
which he threatened to kill 
President-elect Joe Biden 
and other Democrats at 
the coming inauguration in 
Washington, D.C., has been 
arrested, prosecutors said. 


E Daniel Moore and 
Christian Reese, both 18, and 
an unidentified juvenile, face 
vandalism counts after rac- 
ist graffiti was found on the 
outsides of three schools in 
Kirkwood, Mo., prompting 
dozens of people to gather 
at the high school to pro- 
test the comments and the 
damage. 


E Tony Hunter, 60, former 
chief information officer 
for Broward County, Fla., 
schools, was charged with 
bypassing bidding rules to 
direct a $17 million electron- 
ics contract to a Georgia 
company in return for a job 
and a house at below-market 
price, prosecutors said. 


E Eduard Florea, 40, of 
Queens, NY., a Proud Boys 
supporter who threatened 
to deploy “three cars full of 
armed patriots” to Washing- 
ton, was charged with stock- 
piling military-style combat 
knives and more than 1,000 
rifle rounds in his home, fed- 
eral authorities said. 


E Lynese Cargill, 51, 
co-founder of a public re- 
lations firm in Chesterfield, 
Mo., who pleaded guilty to 
stealing nearly $800,000 
from the company to cov- 
er personal expenses, was 
sentenced to 21 months in 
federal prison. 


E Jeff Clouser, a Kansas 
game warden, was recorded 
on his body camera taking 
careful aim with a hand- 
gun and shooting off part 
of a whitetail buck’s antler, 
freeing the animal after its 
antlers became locked with 
those of another buck, and 
allowing both to bound off 
in opposite directions. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny. 
High 57, winds 
variable at 10- ar. 
TWE © 
onight Cold 
and cloudy. a 
Low 33. 
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Trump impeached again 


he is a clear and present danger to the nation that we all love.” 


(AP/J. Scott Applewhite) 


National Guard troops rest inside the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday 
while providing extra security for the House impeachment vote just 
a week after a mob stormed the building. Officials said more than 
20,000 guardsmen could be on duty for Inauguration Day security. 
(AP/J. Scott Applewhite) Related article, 5A 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi oversees the final impeachment vote Wednesday after declaring of President Donald Trump: “He must go, 


State’s delegates 


oppose charges 


He'll be gone soon, they say 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — One 
week after a deadly assault on 
the U.S. Capitol, all four mem- 
bers of the Arkansas House 
delegation voted against im- 
peaching President Donald 
Trump. 

None of them spoke during 
Wednesday’s floor debate. 
None of them attempted to 
justify Trump’s conduct or to 
absolve him of blame for his 
role in the Jan. 6 mob attack 
on Congress. 

“He invited a large crowd 
to Washington. I thought it 


NEW METAL detectors at Capitol 
set off some lawmakers. Page 3A. 


was a mistake. I thought the 
timing was terrible, on the 
very day that we are doing 
our constitutional duty and 
counting the votes,” said U.S. 
Rep. Steve Womack, R-Rog- 
ers. “It certainly created an 
atmosphere that could lead 
to what happened.” 

Asked whether the nation 
would’ve been well-served 
by a Trump resignation in 
recent days, Womack said, 


See OPPOSED, Page 5A 


10 GOP 
votes part 
of 232-197 
majority 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
was impeached by the U.S. 
House for a historic second 
time Wednesday, charged 
with “incitement of insur- 
rection” over last week’s 
deadly mob siege of the 
Capitol in an unprecedent- 
ed collapse of his final days 
in office. 

With the Capitol secured 
by armed National Guard 
troops inside and out, the 
House voted 232-197 to 
impeach 
Trump. The 
proceed- 
ings moved 
quickly, with 
lawmakers 
voting just 
one week 
after a mob 
stormed the 
U.S. Capi- 
tol, egged 
on by the ———— 
president’s calls for them 
to “fight like hell” against 
the election results. 

Ten Republicans fled 
Trump, joining Democrats 
who said he needed to 
be held accountable and 
warned of a “clear and 
present danger” if Con- 
gress should leave him un- 
checked before Democrat 
Joe Biden’s inauguration 
Jan. 20. 

All four members of Ar- 
kansas’ delegation voted 
against impeachment. 

Trump is the only US. 
president to be twice im- 
peached. It was the most 
bipartisan presidential 
impeachment in modern 


See IMPEACH, Page 4A 


TRUMP STAYS 
out of sight, 
silent, alone. 
Page 4A. 


TRUMP CUT 
off from new 
uploads by 
YouTube for at 
least a week. 
Page 4A. 


State barely misses 
deadliest covid day 
with toll up by 65 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas reported a 
near-record 65 deaths from 
the coronavirus Wednesday 
as its count of cases rose by 
2,467. 

After dipping Tuesday, 
the number of coronavirus 
patients in hospitals and on 
ventilators rose Wednesday 
but remained below the re- 
cord levels reached Monday. 

“We continue to see 
the devastating results of 
COVID-19 across Arkansas,” 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson said in 
a statement that noted the 65 
additional deaths. 

“Our efforts to wear a 
mask, keep our distance, and 
wash our hands frequently 
must remain steady as we 


MORE CONTENT 
Full coverage of 
coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/coronavirus/ 


continue to distribute vac- 
cine doses across the state.” 
Meanwhile, despite an 
announcement by President 
Donald Trump’s administra- 
tion Tuesday that it would 
significantly ramp up the 
amount of vaccine going 
to states, state Epidemiol- 
ogist Jennifer Dillaha said 
Wednesday that she doesn’t 
expect much of an increase 

next week. 
She said she’s expecting 
enough of the vaccine devel- 
See ARKANSAS, Page 7A 


Teacher vaccinations fuel 
push to reopen schools 


LINDSAY WHITEHURST, 
TERRY TANG 
AND ALLEN G. BREED 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

State leaders around the 
U.S. are increasingly push- 
ing for schools to reopen this 
winter as teachers begin to 
gain access to the vaccine 
against the raging pandemic. 

Ohio’s governor offered to 
give vaccinations to teachers 
at the start of February, pro- 
vided their school districts 
agree to resume at least 


STRUGGLING RESTAURANTS defy 
dining bans. Page 2A. 


some in-person instruction 
by March 1. In Arizona, 
where teachers began receiv- 
ing shots this week, the gov- 
ernor warned schools that he 
expects students back in the 
classroom despite objections 
from top education officials 
and the highest covid-19 di- 
agnosis rate in the nation 

See VIRUS, Page 2A 


pee 
Sen. Stephanie Flowers, D-Pine Bluff, speaks to Sen. Bob Ballinger, R-Ozark, while testifying 


Wednesday in a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing against Senate Bill 24, which Ballinger spon- 
sored. Flowers said current state laws adequately allow people to use deadly force in self-defense. 
“It seems that we are encouraging people not to avoid confrontations when it can be successfully 
done,’ she said. More photos at arkansasonline.com/114sb24/. 
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Staci Vandagriff) 


State Senate committee backs 
second try at stand-ground bill 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Senate Republicans ad- 
vanced legislation Wednes- 
day to remove the duty to re- 
treat from Arkansas’ self-de- 
fense laws, a significant first 
step in enacting a “stand your 
ground” law that has long 
been sought by gun-rights 
proponents. 

The legislation, Senate 
Bill 24 by Sen. Bob Ballinger, 
R-Ozark, was passed by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
by a 5-2 vote after more than 
two hours of debate. A sim- 
ilar bill sponsored by Ball- 


HOUSE RULES panel calls for 
emergency requirement for 
masks. Page 6A. 


inger in 2019 failed to pass 
the committee, after a single 
Republican joined Demo- 
crats to block it. 

Since then, however, Ball- 
inger and other bill sponsors 
worked with the Arkansas 
Prosecuting Attorneys As- 
sociation — past opponents 
of the proposal — to ensure 
that they would remain neu- 
tral. The judiciary committee 
also gained an additional Re- 


publican member, virtually 
ensuring the bill would head 
to the floor. 

Also supporting the bill 
Wednesday was the National 
Rifle Association, which has 
advocated for stand-your- 
ground laws in other states. 

“You're going to hear that 
this is a license to kill, to 
shoot first and ask questions 
later,” Ballinger said Wednes- 
day. “That isn’t the way it is 
in California, Illinois or the 
34 other jurisdictions, other 
states, that have it.” 

Opponents of the bill, in- 

See DEFENSE, Page 6A 


